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ABBOTSFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

Upcoming Events
Thursday, 22 October 
Book Week Dress-up Day - “Curious
Creatures / Wild Animals”  

Friday, 23 October 
AFL Grand Final Day (Public Holiday) 

Thursday, 29 October 
School Council Meeting 

Monday, 2 November 
Term 4 Curriculum Day (Pupil Free Day) 

Tuesday, 3 November 
Melbourne Cup Day (Public Holiday) 

Thursday, 5 November 
2021 Foundation Parent Information
Evening (Online) 

It wasn't the same
without you! 

After a whole term of remote learning in
Term 3, we have finally been able to

welcome students back! 
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Tuesday, 8 December 
School Council Meeting 

Friday, 11 December 
Year 6 Graduation 
 

Term 4 Assembly Dates

Thursday, 22 October (Week 3) - 11:30am 
Friday, 6 November (Week 5) - 9:30am 
Friday, 20 November (Week 7) - 9:30am 
Friday, 4 December (Week 9) - TBC 
Friday, 11 December (Week 10) - TBC

Thank you to everyone for having been
entering the school in such an orderly

manner and being extra cooperative with
the school's COVIDSafe initiatives. 

Until further announcement, we will
continue to use the allocated gate for each
year level: - Foundation, Years 1, 5 and 6

students via the Lithgow St gate; Years 2-4
students are to use the Albert St gate. 

For everyone's health and safety, if you
have any flu-like symptoms, please get

tested and stay home!

Term 4 Inquiry - Social Justice
Foundation: Fairness and Friendship - Students will be learning how fairness and
friendship in the classroom and at home provides us with a foundation to consider social
justice in a broader context.  
The main areas of investigation are:

Listening with understanding and empathy
Practising social skills and practising being friendly
Understanding ‘right’ and ‘wrong’ and strategies for managing conflict

Grade 1: Celebrating Differences - We will be investigating how we are more likely to be
fair when we understand and value the similarities and differences between cultures and
generations. 
The main areas of investigation are:

Origins and cultures of students in the class
The differences of perspectives of daily life between cultures and generations.
The values and stories of the first Australian culture.

Grade 2/3 & Grade 4: In Someone Else's Shoes - Students will be learning how thinking
of ourselves as being in someone else's shoes, allows us to imagine how we would feel
and how we might act if we were them. 
The main areas of investigation are:

   How can we respect those who are different to us?
   What it is like to live with a disability.
   The organizations and aids that support people with disabilities.
   Developing empathy for others.
   Criteria for good rules and laws.
   What can I learn from people who live with a disability?

Grade 5/6: Care for the Kids - Students will be learning about the biggest problems facing
children today around the world. They will learn some persuasive techniques and work in a
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group to prepare and deliver a slideshow presentation encouraging people to support an
aid agency. Students will learn some literacy devices and write a spoken word poem about
a cause they are supporting. They will perform their spoken word poem at the Slamming
Social Justice Show. 
The main areas of investigation are:

Why is it important to learn about social justice?
Facts about children’s rights.
Conducting an independent Inquiry.

School Captains' Report
B Y  E U G E N I A  S E T I O A D I  &  M I L A  C L E M E N S

Welcome back to school everyone! 

We hope you were not too bored during
the lockdown and managed to spend time
with your family while still having a lot of
fun. We know many students are happy to
be back at school, and we are all looking
forward to different things. Throughout the
week we asked some students what they
were looking forward to the most about
coming back to school.

Welcome back to school everyone! I hope you were not too bored during the lockdown and
managed to spend time with your family while still having a lot of fun. I know many
students are happy to be back at school, and we are all looking forward to different
things. Throughout the week we asked some students what they were looking forward to
the most about coming back to school. 

Here are some of the interesting answers we got:

Betty (F1) said: “Playing on the playground with my friends.”
Emily (F2) said: “Doing maths in class.”
Danali (2/3C) said: “Seeing the teachers again.”
Phoebe C. (4A) said: “Doing Chinese in class with my friends.”
Phoebe T. (5/6) said: “Being back in the classroom seeing the teachers again.”
Mohamed (5/6) said: “Playing soccer outside.”

And unsurprisingly, many students like Kayla (1A), Danger (2/3A) and Kinnari (2/3B) all
said: “Seeing my friends.” 

Thank you to everyone we interviewed. I hope everyone enjoys the rest of the term and
makes the most out of it! 

We hope everyone enjoys the rest of the term and makes the most out of it!

Principal's Report
B Y  S TA N L E Y  W A N G
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Dear Students, Parents and Community Members, 

My name is Stanley Wang and I am the new Principal at Abbotsford Primary
School. Thank you for the warm welcome I have received from everyone. It is great to be
part of a community that is so united and supportive of one another. 

It has been wonderful to have had children come back on-site and re-engage in learning
and their social relationships. We thank all the parents for their hard work during the times
of the lockdown and we hope we can continue to work in partnership with you to improve
the learning outcomes for all students!

About Stanley 
 

Stanley is a Taiwanese-Australian raised and educated in Melbourne. He is a
language fanatic, a keen traveller, and a passionate educator. 

 
Stanley began his career as a school teacher through the Teach For Australia

program in 2012, for which he was sent to Charles La Trobe College to set up a
brand new Mandarin program. In 2015, he became the Head of Languages at

Haileybury, where he led a team of more than 75 language teachers across 10+ sites
in the Asia-Pacific region. He has served as the Vice President of Modern Language

Teachers Association of Victoria, a tutor for language teaching at the Melbourne
Graduate School of Education, as well as been named one of the "Rising Stars - The

Next Generation of Educational Leaders" by The Educator Australia magazine. 
 

In recent years, Stanley took some time off to travel around the world and completed
a career chapter in Taiwan where he led Teach For Taiwan as the interim CEO. It

was also in Taiwan where Stanley met his now wife, Yen-Yu, and got married. 
 

Stanley speaks English, Mandarin, and Japanese fluently, and has varying degrees
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of proficiency in 3-4 other languages. Stanley has a BA in Linguistics and Japanese,
a BCom in Economics, a Master of Teaching (Secondary) and a Master of Social

Sciences in Nonprofit Management. 
 

Stanley also has a real passion for good food and coffee.

School Arrangements for Step Two of Victoria's Roadmap to Re-Opening 

Dropping off and Picking up Students 
The current advice from the Department of Health and Human Services states that “You no
longer need a permit to send your child to school for on-site supervision, or to place them
in childcare.” (Source: https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/work-study-metropolitan-melbourne-
second-step-covid-19#do-i-need-a-permit-to-send-my-child-to-school-for-onsite-
supervision-or-to-place-them-in-childcare) 

However, if you wish to receive a statement with school letterhead stating that your child is
enrolled in the school despite the school being outside your 5km radius, please see the
School Office for a hard copy letter we can provide you. 

Activities Resumed 
We are working hard to resume as many of the ordinary school functions and activities as
possible, with considerations for what is currently permissible under the guidance of the
Department of Education. The following activities have resumed:

Before and After School Care with Camp Australia
Lunch Order through Beaver's Tail
Book Week Dress Up Day
Keyboard Lessons

Activities Adapted 
Alternative arrangements have been made for the following activities, with potential
variations to its forms:

Assemblies* (see explanation below)
The 3-Day Transition Program for students from kindergartens to visit the school
2021 Foundation Parent Information Evening (now online via WebEx)
School Banking

Activities Suspended until Further Notice 
The following activities have been suspended until further notice:

Moon Lantern Festival (cancelled for 2020)
Swimming Program (currently not permissible)
Soccer / Tennis Clinic
Year 6 to Year 7 Transition Day

2 Nov - Curriculum Day (Pupil Free Day) 
Monday, 2 Nov is a Curriculum Day that was approved by the School Council in Term 4,
2019. While the staff acknowledges the extended period of time students have been
spending at home, the day is essential for the professional development of the entire staff
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team and curriclum planning for 2021. On this particular day, Stanley will be leading the
staff to review the current curriculum and teaching practices against best global practices
in bilingual education, and develop protocols around language use to ensure we continue
to provide the best quality language immersion environment for all students. 

Please note 2 Nov is not a remote learning day. There will be no work set by teachers for
this day, as per usual arrangement for other Curriculum Days. The next day, Melbourne
Cup (3 Nov), is also a public holiday. 

Assemblies 
During Term 4, we will be running online assemblies on a fortnightly basis, alternating with
the fortnightly newsletters. Students will be joining the assemblies in their respective
classes via the teacher's laptop, and parents/carers are welcome to participate via WebEx
(https://eduvic.webex.com/meet/wang.stanley.y) 

For now, assemblies have been scheduled on:

Thursday, 22 October (Week 3)* at 11:30am
Friday, 6 November (Week 5) at 9:30am
Friday, 20 November (Week 7) at 9:30am
Friday, 4 December (Week 9)
Friday, 11 December (Week 10)

Please note, the time set for assemblies may change upon updated operations advice
from the Department of Education. When parents are allowed back on site, we hope to
resume the normal 9am start to the assemblies.

School Council Update
B Y  V I R G I N I A  D O D S

Hi everyone, I am pleased to be able to welcome our new Principal, Stanley Wang, to start
at our school at last! 

It must feel very strange to have begun at a school that had just a few students on-site last
week and everyone else continuing remote learning after the school holidays. But this
week has felt like a new beginning, with all students able to travel to school again, greeting
friends with new enthusiasm after such a period of isolation. For students and parents,
many of whom are now working in strangely quieter homes, it is yet another period of
adjustment. 

We look forward to the excitement of an in-person event with Children’s Book Week being
celebrated at school next Thursday 22 October (parents will have to keep track of dates
again!) 

School Council members are keen to ensure the feedback we received from the survey
about remote learning continues to inform the development of strategies to manage any
return to periods of remote learning. We will also have a renewed focus on a key strategy
from our Annual Implementation Plan to ‘Incorporate high quality use of digital and design
technologies to equip students to be socially competent global citizens’, with the current
pandemic highlighting how crucial digital literacy is for our students. 
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Best wishes to everyone for a successful Term 4!

 
 

Help us spread the word! 
 

Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions, we have not been able to run school tours or
Transition programs for 2021 Foundation students. 

 
 With limited opportunities for publicity, we are hoping you can help by letting your family

and friends know about the school, the new state-of-the-art facilities and the excellent
bilingual program we offer! 

 
We will be running an online 2021 Foundation Parent Information Evening on

Thursday, 5 November at 6:30pm. We are also continuously uploading new enrolment
information onto the school website!
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SENTRAL

ONLINE LUNCH ORDERS

ONLINE UNIFORM ORDERS
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Our mailing address is: 
Abbotsford Primary School 

Lithgow Street 
Abbotsford, VICTORIA 3067 

 
Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

 
 
 
 
 
 

This email was sent to <<Email Address>> 
why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences 
Abbotsford Primary School · 24 Lithgow Street · Abbotsford, Vic 3067 · Australia 
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