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ABBOTSFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

Upcoming Events
Today
Parent Opinion Survey Closes

Wednesday, 18 November
2021 Foundation Onsite Transition Program
(Repeat)

Wednesday, 25 November
School Photos

Friday, 4 December
Junior School Council Election

Tuesday, 8 December
School Council Meeting

Thursday, 17 December (Date Changed!)
Year 6 Graduation
 

Tennis Hot Shots
With the easing restrictions, we have
been able to invite Tennis Australia
back to run the Tennis Hot Shots as

part of the PE Program.

Students will have six sessions with the
specialist coach, so they will be ready

for Australian Open 2021!
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Term 4 Assembly Dates

Friday, 20 November (Week 7) - 9:30am
Friday, 4 December (Week 9) - TBC
Access via Webex 

Hopefully the weather continues to hold
up and we can enjoy more time outside

regaining our fitness.

NAIDOC Week 2020
B Y  L I Z Z I E

This week, students have been learning about the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander history
and culture through various NAIDOC Week activities.

Students participated in visual art workshops themed around hand prints and the tradition of
Indigenous dot painting.They also learnt about Aboriginal myths and legends through the Inquiry
classes.

Through this work, the teachers have also been inspired to freshen up the classroom and
corridor displays in the school in time for the last stretch of the year!

School Captains' Report
B Y  G R A C E  &  M I L A

Hi everyone! How has your week been?

Over the last fortnight, we have been doing a lot of fun
activities, such as the celebration of NAIDOC Week,
Remembrance Day, Tennis Hot Shots, and preparation
of the 2021 School Calendar.

For NAIDOC Week, every class did a visual art activity
with Lizzie. Every student had the opportunity to
complete a painting using their hand print and dot
painting techniques.

For Remembrance Day, many classes made poppies
and the Grade 5/6 students also wrote poems.

For PE, a tennis instructor named Chi came in to teach us some tennis skills.
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Lastly, the Grade 4/5/6s also got to contribute drawings for the front cover of the 2021 school
calendar. The winning entry is yet to be decided, but we are looking forward to seeing everyone's
creation being showcased in the calendar.

Hope everyone has a good weekend ahead and is excited about coming back to school next
week!

Principal's Report
B Y  S TA N L E Y

Dear Students, Parents and Community Members,

With the COVID restrictions easing, we are really starting to feel a sense of normality slowly
trickling back into our learning community. I want to thank you for your support to date with the
students' re-settlement to school. As the novelty of the long-awaited school-based learning starts
to wear off, students need even greater support from adults around them to build grit and sustain
their passion for learning. Thus, we hope you can support your child by talking to them regularly
about their school work, showing both interest, care and high expectations for a continued focus
on learning.

On the topic of learning, staff had an opportunity to step back and revisit the concept and
definition of 'bilingual education' through a professional development workshop I coordinated on
the 2 Nov Curriculum Day. This topic was chosen to strengthen staff's understanding of the
school vision I presented to the selection panel when applying for the Principal position: "To be a
centre of excellence for Chinese/English bilingual education" where "all students who graduate
from Abbotsford Primary School will be global citizens capable of navigating across linguistic and
cultural borders seamlessly."

In the workshop, we surveyed various definitions of bilingual education from cutting edge
research in the US and Canada, and debated how we would define and position the program at
Abbotsford against global benchmarks. This required staff to think thoroughly about the diversity

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

http://eepurl.com/g8iJEn
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=1fc96911c73f2c2c044473b7f&id=5a8ea991d7
javascript:;


13/11/2020 Abbotsford PS - Issue 14 Fortnightly Newsletter (2020 Term 4 Week 6)

https://mailchi.mp/ed54d582ad2b/abbotsford-ps-issue-14-newsletter-3850845 4/9

present in our school and its implication for the proficiency goals of our program. We thank the
parents/carers for your effort at home to allow the Term 4 Curriculum Day to happen, as we
continue to stay globally informed and locally rooted in delivering the highest-quality bilingual
program possible. (If you haven't had a chance to see it, there is also new "Bilingual Education"
page on our website where you can read more about the topic and be linked to various external
resources.)

I would also like to take the opportunity to inform the school community that our school will be
undergoing the School Review in Term 2, 2021. Schools undergo a thorough review once every
four years and this was originally scheduled for Term 2, 2020. It is during this process that
schools revise their four-year School Strategic Plan, based on which our Annual Implementation
Plan for school improvement is then formed. Over the next 4-5 months, I will be working closely
with the School Council to collect data and seek feedback from parents/carers and other
stakeholders of the community. We hope to use this data to evaluate the tremendous progress
the school has made over the last 4-5 years, and as well as inform our strategic direction for the
next chapter.

In the mean time, enjoy the regained freedom and stay safe!

News and Announcements
Halloween Casual Clothes Day
Thank you to the community members who made a gold coin donation on 31 October for the
Halloween Casual Clothes Day. We are particularly touched by the community's generosity, as it
was a casual clothes day where gold coin donations were not expected.

We are pleased to announce that we raised $60 on the day and the plan is to use the money to
make an initial deposit into our new "Make a Difference Fund." This fund has been initiated by
the School Council in October 2020 for voluntary contributions aimed at supporting families
needing support to pay school fees.

Changes to 2021 Curriculum Structure
After consultation with staff and School Council over October, we would like to inform
parents/carers of the following changes to the curriculum structure in 2021:
1. Introduction of Extended Literacy Learning (ExLL) as part of the Specialist subject
offerings for one 50-minute session a week. ExLL focuses on the extended usage and transfer of
literacy skills into other contexts as a way of strengthening and consolidating students' literacy
skills. This approach allows for a flexible choice of 'contexts' depending on other school priorities
and educational goals, which are reviewed and adapted year by year.
For 2021, APS intends to trial Vietnamese (as a LOTE) for Foundation to Grade 2, and Digital
Technologies for Grades 3 to 6, with the vision of growing both into full subjects in 2022 and
beyond. The choice of these 'subjects' (contexts) allows the school to offer a more
comprehensive curriculum covering Victorian Curriculum domains it has not previously taught
explicitly. We believe the introduction of ExLL will be one step forward towards the vision of
preparing students to be global citizens, as they learn to engage with the communities both
within and beyond our school gates, as well as be a active participant in the digital world.
2. Strict adherence to the 50:50 bilingual model, including Specialist subjects. For 2021,
Visual Art, Physical Education and Digital Technologies will be taught in Chinese.
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3. Mathematics and Integrated Studies (Inquiry renamed) will be taught in both languages
on a rotational basis. To ensure that students have the opportunity to experience the world of
Mathematics and Integrated Studies in both languages, English will be the language of
instruction for Mathematics in Semester 1 and Integrated Studies in Semester 2, while Chinese
will be the language of instruction for Integrated Studies in Semester 1 and Mathematics in
Semester 2.

2021 School Fees
As of 9 November 2020, the "2021 School Fees and Voluntary Contributions" has been
made available for access via the school website under the "Parents" tab. Abbotsford Primary
School makes every effort to keep the cost of items and activities to a minimum and affordable
for all parents. For 2021, the Essential Student Learning Items will be $250, and optional items
such as camps, swimming, excursions and incursions will be scheduled and advised throughout
the year.

APS continues to welcome voluntary contributions to support the various programs offered. For
2021, families have a choice to make a general contribution, or targeted donations towards one
or more of the school priorities.

Hard copy forms will be available and distributed to families at the start of 2021.

Events for Students
Over the last fortnight, we have received a number of correspondences from different program
providers that may be of interest to you and your family:
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SENTRAL
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