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ABBOTSFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

Upcoming Events
Friday, 4 December
Junior School Council Election

Tuesday, 8 December
2021 Transition Day 

Wednesday, 9 December (Date changed!)
School Council Meeting
2021 Calendar Sale begins

Friday, 11 December (New!)
Second-Hand Uniform Fundraiser

Thursday, 17 December
Year 6 Graduation - 9:20am start (Onsite!)
 

Term 4 Assembly Dates

Friday, 4 December (Week 9) - 9:10am start (Onsite!)

School Photos
We were so lucky with the weather for the school
photos day! I am sure we will turn out beautifully!

Thank you to all students for using your best
manners and cooperating with the photographers'

instructions too.

School Captains' Report
B Y  P H O E B E  &  E U G E N I A

Hi everyone! Hope you have had a good week at school.

Next week is a big week at school, as we will be having
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the Junior School Council elections.

Today we will share with you our thoughts about
leadership and give you some advice about how to best
prepare your speech.

From Eugenia:
From my experience, becoming a leader of the school is
not an easy task. It comes with a lot of responsibilities.

As a leader, you are required to represent Abbotsford to
the best of your ability. This is important because you will
be a role model to the whole school and everyone will
look up to you.

Despite all the challenges, being a leader is a very
rewarding experience. I encourage everyone to try their
hardest for the elections.

From Phoebe:
To best prepare for your speech, you have to be organised and have a clear idea of what you want to communicate. You
must say why you would be a suitable candidate and what you would do if you were elected.

When you say why you would be suitable, make sure you sound confident without sounding arrogant. When you say
what you would do, you have to be realistic and not over-promise.

Before you perform your speech, make sure you have plenty of practice in front of an audience so you can get some
advice from them.

Hope the reflections and advice above would be helpful and best wishes to everyone running for the Junior School
Council!

Principal's Report
B Y  S TA N L E Y

Dear Students, Parents and Community Members,

It is with great excitement that I am writing this fortnight's Principal's Report.

As of next Monday, 29 November 2020, the school would be able to operate with many restrictions revised and relaxed.
Being able to move into the "last step" of Victoria's roadmap for reopening has come at the hard work and effort on
everyone in our school community. I thank you for your contributions, as we look forward to ending the school year on a
high!

---

New School Arrangements for the Last Step
Drop-offs & Pick-ups:

Parents will now be allowed in the schoolyard during drop-off (no earlier than 8:45am) and pick-up (no earlier than
3:20pm), but not in the school building.
The Front Office will continue to be accessible for parents who need access. (Please enter via the front door of the
building and wear a face mask while indoors.)
Please continue to use the designated school gate allocated to your child's year level for entrance into schoolyard
(i.e. F, 1 and 5/6 via Lithgow St; 2/3 and 4 via Albert St.)
Sanitisers will be provided to both students and parents entering the schoolyard (for mornings only).
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Students will continue to enter the building via the side entrance their year level has been allocated this term (i.e.
F, 1 and 5/6 via Basketball Court; 2/3 and 4 via Adventure Playground.)
Please ensure you continue to keep a social distance of 1.5m from others while in the schoolyard.

Assemblies & Graduation:

Parents/carers are welcome to attend school assemblies and graduation onsite. At the moment, the last one is
scheduled for Week 9 Friday at 9:10am.
Graduation will be open to Year 6 families only. This will start at 9:20am on Thursday, 17 December. Parents are
welcome to stay in the staffroom for tea and coffee after drop-off at 8:50am.
Singing in large groups are not permitted (except for the quick Happy Birthday in class!)
Please wear a face mask while you are indoors.

Food & Drinks:

Water taps are now fully available for all students to access (refill or drink from).
No food sharing is allowed at this point.

Dogs at School:

The School Council has recently created a policy for Dogs at School which is available on the policy page of the
school website. The policy covers assistance dogs, pet dogs and stray dogs.
We would like to draw particular attention to the extract below on pet dogs:

"Whilst Abbotsford Primary School understands that many families in our school community keep dogs as pets, to ensure
that our school remains a safe and inclusive place for everyone, we have in place a number of rules that we expect all
families to follow if they wish to bring their pet dog onto school grounds:

pet dogs must be leashed at all times and in the control of a responsible adult
pet dogs must not be tied up on school grounds or left unaccompanied
families that bring dogs to school that exhibit signs of aggressive behaviour, bark, or jump may be asked to leave.

The Principal has the authority to prohibit certain dogs from school grounds or modify this policy to ensure the safety and
wellbeing of staff, students and members of our school community at any time."

Stay home when unwell*
(official advice from the DET)

The most important action school communities can take to reduce the risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19), is
to ensure that any unwell staff and students remain at home and get tested, even with the mildest of symptoms.

Students with underlying conditions (such as hay fever or asthma)
If a student has persistent symptoms due to an underlying condition such as hay fever or asthma, the student should still
be tested for coronavirus (COVID-19) if they develop symptoms that are different to or worse than their usual symptoms.

Parents/carers should also consider getting a medical certificate from the child’s treating GP to confirm that it is safe for
them to attend school with persistent symptoms that may overlap with some of the symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19)
such as cough or runny nose.

Young children with persistent mild symptoms
Younger children (in grades Prep to 2) who have had a negative coronavirus (COVID-19) test that was taken after they
developed symptoms, the decision about return to school should be made in conjunction with the child’s treating GP. If
the GP is satisfied the child has recovered from their acute illness, is otherwise well, and does not need a repeat
coronavirus (COVID-19) test, the child can return even if they are not completely free of symptoms. Any worsening of
symptoms will require review and repeat coronavirus (COVID-19) testing, if considered appropriate by the doctor.
Students with a negative coronavirus (COVID-19) test whose symptoms have completely resolved do not need a medical
certificate to return to the school.

For further information for schools and to distribute to families see: Managing illness in schools and early childhood
services during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

Class Arrangements for 2021
We understand that parents/carers are keen to find out about class arrangements for 2021. However, unfortunately, we
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are not able to confirm staffing for 2021 until Transition Day (8 December). Many last minute changes are still taking
place on a daily basis due to the delayed Victorian Budget announcement and the consequent delays in the
dissemination of information regarding school funding for 2021.

Some things we do know and are in middle of arranging:

We are most likely going to run straight year level classes next year from Foundation to Grade 4. Grades 5 and 6
will remain a composite class.
Grade 5/6 will likely have different teachers for the four core subjects (English, Chinese, Mathematics and
Integrated Studies). This has been designed to promote greater learner independence, and smoother transition
into secondary schools.

As part of 2021 Tutoring Program initiative announced by Dan Andrews last month, we have also been advised that
additional resources will be provided to offer small group support and extension in English, Chinese and numeracy for
students next year.

Our curriculum leaders will be working to design an intervention program to complement our existing curricula and strive
to revive the quality learning experience we had consistently offered during pre-COVID times.

Bilingual Education Position Paper

Over the last fortnight, the bilingual education world has welcomed a position paper by EduCluster Finland which outlined
the advantages of bilingual education with up-to-date and rigorous research that is easy to read and understand. This
highly evidence-based paper has also taken a more future-oriented view of bilingual education and articulated very
clearly the expected outcomes for children as relevant to the 21st century.

I strongly encourage interested parents to take a read, as your appreciation of bilingual education is also of utmost
importance in this partnership (with the school) to offer the best educational experience for your child.

Link: https://educlusterfinland.fi/content/Bilingual_Advantage_Position_Paper_Finland_2020.pdf

Air-Conditioning Units

Last but not least, thank you to the school community for the tremendous efforts that went into the 2019 fundraising
activities for air-conditioning units. The amount raised has helped to cover 3 further air-conditioning units that have been
installed in the Level 1 Years 4-6 Learning Community as of mid-last week. To say there has been a few tremendously
hot days this year that the our Year 4-6 students and staff have had to bear through is an understatement. I am extremely
pleased about the outcome and I also hope that the air-conditioning units will help to raise the quality of learning in the
area.

Next year, we would be fundraising for the last phase of air-conditioning installation for the Foundation Learning
Community on the ground floor. The School Council is currently working on getting a quote to inform the series of
fundraising activities that the school community can engage in for 2021.
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---

Looking forward to seeing parents back onsite soon. If I have not had the chance to meet you in person, please do come
and say hi so I can put a face to the name!

Best regards,
Stanley

News and Announcements
School Banking
School Banking will be resuming next week. Thank you to all regular savers for your banking in Term 1. Together, our
regular savers have helped the school to raise $137.50! While COVID has been a major disruption, we hope that you will
pick up your savings habit again from next week.

Please remember, School Banking day is Thursday of each week.

2021 Calendars
2021 Calendar with all the students' artwork will be on sale from Wednesday, 9 December for $15 each! They will be
available for purchase from the Front Office during school hours.

This year's calendar is particularly special, as the themes on each page showcase a huge diversity and the creative
talents of our beautiful school! We also have not had many opportunities to do fundraising activities this year, so your
support with the calendars would be much appreciated!

The calendars make great Christmas gifts, so make sure you pick one up for yourself, your grandparents, neighbours
and friends... and maybe their grandparents, neighbours and friends...

Second-Hand Uniform Sale Fundraiser
The School Council is considering running a second-hand uniform sale fundraiser in the morning on Friday, 11
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December, now that parents are allowed back onsite. We will set up stalls where parents/carers would be able to
purchase clean, good quality second-hand uniform (as well as the 2021 Calendar!)

Please note that as this event will be a fundraiser for the school. Anyone wishing to supply used uniform would be
asked to do so as a donation. We encourage families that may wish to sell their used uniform instead to consider other
platforms such as Facebook Marketplace.

More details to come next week!

Idling Engines
As parents are now welcome to come onsite for pick-ups and drop-offs, a friendly reminder for parents driving in, please
switch off your engine when you arrive and/or when your car is stationary. This helps to clear the air for others waiting
nearby, as well as help protect the health of everyone in the school community.

After School Events for Students
We are currently exploring the option of resuming after-school soccer clinics in 2021. Stay tuned for more information
coming.

In the meantime, we are also seeking Expression of Interest for an after-school Computer Programming Club. Please
see the flyer below and register with Digimakers if you are interested in participating!

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

http://eepurl.com/g8iJEn
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=1fc96911c73f2c2c044473b7f&id=5a8ea991d7
https://us12.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=1fc96911c73f2c2c044473b7f&id=5a8ea991d7
javascript:;


27/11/2020 Abbotsford PS - Issue 15 Fortnightly Newsletter (2020 Term 4 Week 8)

https://mailchi.mp/3ff94803a902/abbotsford-ps-issue-14-newsletter-3861729 7/10

Keyboard Lessons
Keyboard lessons held during school hours will continue next year with our wonderful keyboard teacher Angela. To sign
up, please see the brochure below:
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Events for Students
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Over the last fortnight, we have received the following correspondence that may be of interest to you and your family:

SENTRAL

ONLINE LUNCH ORDERS

ONLINE UNIFORM ORDERS
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