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ABBOTSFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS

Upcoming
Events
Monday 16th March
Fire Education Session for
Foundation Students

Friday 20th March
National Day of Action On Bullying

Friday 20th March
Foundation celebration of
Learning- 9.20-10am
Foundation Teddy Bear Picnic
10.30- 12noon

Friday 20th March
Sports Summer Gala Day- Grades
4-6
Hot shots tennis and Newcombe

National Ride2School
Day

https://mailchi.mp/2186f9881cd0/abbotsford-ps-issue-14-newsletter-3653474?e=[UNIQID]
javascript:;


10/7/2020 Abbotsford PS: Issue 4 Fortnightly Newsletter

https://mailchi.mp/2186f9881cd0/abbotsford-ps-issue-14-newsletter-3653474?e=[UNIQID] 2/9

Held at Richmond West Primary
School

Friday 27th March
Last day of term 1- early finish at
2.30pm

21st April
School photos

Wednesday 6th May
District Cross Country

Monday 11th May 
Curriculum day
Students do not attend school

Friday 7th August
Curriculum day
Students do not attend school

Tuesday 3rd November
Curriculum day
Students do not attend school
 

Assembly
Presentations Term 1
Friday 20th March - F1 (English)
Friday 27th March - F2 (Chinese)

At Abbotsford Primary School we support and
actively participate in the National Ride2School

Day on Friday 13th March. Over 35,000
students across the country participate in this

fun event. Students (and adults) are
encouraged to ride, walk, scoot or skate to

school.

Ride2School Day highlights the importance of
children being physically active.At our school we
have a lot of students who walk, ride or scoot to
school regularly, and National Ride2School Day
is a fun way to acknowledge how great this is. 

With a fantastic raffle with Ride2School
merchandise as prizes, students enjoyed the

opportunity to participate. 
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APS Shave Team Needs Your Support!
This year we are participating in The World's Greatest Shave to help Aussies with blood

cancer. $33 is enough to give emotional support to a family facing the shock of being
diagnosed. So we shave our heads to raise money to support the 41 Australians being
diagnosed with blood cancer today, and the 41 who will receive the news tomorrow. 

Search APS Shave Team at World's Greatest Shave, or you can use this link to access our
team page:
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 https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?
Referrer=%26Referrer%3ddirect%252fnone&TeamID=117949

or you can go to the donation box at the school office.
Thank you from the APS Shave Team (Jack, Sammy, Grace and Hazel)

School Captains' Report
B Y  P H O E B E

Hello everyone!
Today four very brave students Sammy, Hazel, Grace and Jack
will be doing the Worlds Greatest Shave. As you could probably
guess by what its called, they will be shaving their hair to raise
money for the leukemia foundation. Nothing much happened this
week, so I have nothing more to talk about. Thanks for reading!
School Captain
Eugenia

Principal's Report
B Y  A M A N D A  N O R T O N - S M I T H

Dear students, parents and community members,
I would like to take this opportunity to amend an error in
my Principal's Report which was in the last issue of our
school newsletter. Ngerng Eng Ng (Alfie) is the new Vice
President  of ouur School Council, not Eva Aston-Tham,
as reported. I have offered my sincerest apologies to
both parties for any distress or concern this error may
have caused them. 

Information about Abbotsford Primary School's response to managing
COVID-19 (Coronavirus)

As of Thursday 12th March, the World Health Organisation announced COVID-19
(Coronavirus) as a pandemic. As such, to ensure safety for all school community members,
we are enacting our Pandemic Incident Response Plan.
Hygiene
We will continue to reinforce basic hand hygiene measures with students. This includes
washing hands before eating and after going to the toilet.
Overseas Travel
The school will call any family with a student returning from overseas and inquire about
any symptoms. Please understand that we do not wish to invade your privacy, but ask
these questions to ensure the safety of others in the school.
If you have any family members returning from overseas please inform the school
immediately.
The current advice from the Department of Education is that all overseas excursions and
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activities planned by schools are suspended. For us this means it is very doubtful that our
annual China trip to our sister school will take place this year. 
Signs of Illness
If required, please exercise appropriate home based exclusion from school if
you or your child is showing flu-like symptoms. Flu –like symptoms include; sore
throat, runny nose, muscle or body aches, tiredness, vomiting or diarrhoea.
Contacts
Please ensure all mobile contact details and email addresses are correct and
updated at the office. Should we need to inform parents/carers of additional
information such as school closures, it is vital that we have current contact information.
School closures
School closures will be made on the recommendation Victoria’s Chief Health Officer. Once
this occurs, DHHS will inform the Department, and we will then work with our school
community to manage the closure. At this stage, Abbotsford Primary School remains open.
Further Information
For further information and updated advice that is frequently updated, please see the
Department of Education and Training's website and the World Health Organisation's
website.
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019

Above all, please treat each other with kindness and compassion. We are all in this
together.

Anaphyllaxis and Allergies
We are asking for the support of the community to avoid sending foods/drinks that contain
cashews, pistachios, seasame seeds and dairy to school with their children. We are not
banning these products, just asking parents to be mindful that we have some
students that have severe reactions to certain foods. We also ask that parents teach their
children good hygiene practices, such as washing their hands before and after consuming
food.
 
Process for Appointing new Principal- Update   The position of Principal is currently
being advertised through DET's recruitment portal. Applications close on March 22nd.
Once the timeline for applications has closed, a panel will be convened. The panel
consists of the School Council President, DET representative such as a SEIL
(Senior Educational Improvement Leader), another practising Principal, an elected parent
representative (a member of School Council)  and a staff representative. Our staff
have elected our representative for the panel, and the school council has also elected their
representative.

School Council Update
2020-School Review
This year, in term 4, we are scheduled for our review.  This review is part of the
improvement cycle each Victorian government school undertakes every four years.  We
evaluate our performance against the current (2017-2020) School Strategic Plan’s goals
and targets.  To ensure that the evaluation is holistic, it will involve students, staff and
community members. 
The evaluation and self-reflection enables us to identify what is working well and may need
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to be continued, and areas we may need to improve or further develop.  This process will
guide the development of our next School Strategic Plan.
Staff have identified the four main highlights from the past three years and are beginning
the reflection section of the process.  This will be continuing throughout this term and
next. Students have also been asked to contribute their reflections and evaluations in
regards to what they like about our school, and areas we can continue to improve. Our
school community will also have input into the evaluation and self-reflection component of
the review, and this process began at our parent/teacher interview sessions, with parents
being asked for their reflections. Our school community will have further opportunities to
have input into the evaluation and self-reflection work in the future. 

Parent Helpers/Volunteers If you are interested in volunteering there are several ways
you can contribute to our school. You may want to volunteer to help out  in one of our
classrooms, which may involve activities such as reading with individual students or small
groups, making displays of student work in classrooms or assisting with the creation of
resources for use in the classroom. You may have an area of interest such as
gardening, library, or visual art and want to contribute to the school in a way that
utiilises your interests or skills. 
If you would like to volunteer to help out in your child's classroom, have a chat with your
child's teacher. (Either in person or via email) to the school's email address) You can
organise a time/s that suit both yourself and the class's learning schedule. For example, if
you want to help out with reading when your child's class has P.E or Maths scheduled, you
may need to negotiate suitable times. 
If you would like to volunteer to assist the wider school community, for example gardening,
have a chat with either Amanda or Deanne. 
Before volunteers can commence they must have:
A current Working With Children's Check (WWCC). A copy of this will be taken by the
school and kept on our register.
Undertaken an Induction session which covers our school's child safety commitments
and your responsibilities as a volunteer. This Induction also includes OHAS so you are
informed of our procedures in place. These sessions are run by me (Amanda) and you can
book an Induction session with me.
Negotiated a timetable with either their child's classroom teacher or the principal.

School Uniform Shop 
Just a reminder for families that we  have now completed the transition to Dobsons for
purchasing school uniform. Dobsons has a shop in Hawthorn where  you can buy our
school uniform, trying on sizes before purchasing.
Dobsons can also be ordered online and they don't charge delivery fees. You can order
uniform online by using the link on our school website, in the parent tab on the left hand
side, or the link at the bottom of this newsletter. Or you can go straight to the Dobsons
website (Make sure you go to the website for the Hawthorn store) click onto the link for our
school, and order that way. 
I would like to remind parents who hold a Health Care Card that they can seek assistance
with acquiring school uniform through States Schools Relief. Please enquire at the school
office and Caroline can assist you with this. Caroline works Mondays-Thursdays.
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SENTRAL

ONLINE LUNCH ORDERS

https://sentral.abbotsfordps.vic.edu.au/portal2/#!/login
http://beaverstail.com.au/lunch
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